International Adoption Programs and Information

Uniting Families Since 1985

87 Mineola Boulevard, Mineola, New York 11501 • Telephone Number (516) 747-2204 • www.new-beginnings.org

“Adoption has the dimension of connection –
not only to your own tribe, but beyond,
widening the scope of what constitutes love,
ties and family. It is a larger embrace.
By adopting, we stretch past our immediate
circles, and by reaching out we find an
expected sense of belonging with others.”
Isabella Rossellini
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 China
Thailand





Primary Provider for
Pakistan
 Bangladesh
 Nigeria
 Jamaica
 Ghana
 Trinidad & Tobago
 Wherever Needed
Home Study Services




Beyond the Placement
Grants to Families
 Counseling
Adult Adoptee Services




Placing in all 50 States
Licensed in NY, NJ, PA & FL
Hague Accredited
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The Miracle of International Adoption
New

Beginnings

is happy to be a part of the

miracle of international adoption. An orphan child,
born in another country and culture, is being place in
an American’s home. At least four different governmental bodies regulate the process. Numerous agencies, organizations and people are involved. They have
different interest to balance and duties to perform.
The potential for challenges are always present. Despite these differences, successful international adoptions routinely proceed without difficulty. We place
orphaned children into loving homes month after
month, year after year, the process is overwhelmingly
successful.

Begins with Our Mission to find orphaned
and displaced children permanent loving homes by
providing quality and compassionate social services
through the adoption process and after the child is
placed. Our client is the child; our customers are families that need international adoption services. Families who see themselves as a father or mother to a
non-biological child are a great resource and have
already met the biggest qualification for an adoption.
Families come to New Beginnings because we treat
them with respect. We provide adoption services with
compassion, professionalism and cooperation.

Believing in the Principle of the
Hague that every child has the right to have and be
raised in loving family. It would be best if the birth
family or the extended family could provide a loving
home. If that is not available, a permanent loving
home should be found in the country of the child’s
birth. When this is not available, international adoption is to be considered. This statement of priorities is

a fundamental principle of the Hague Convention.
Only when the other options have been exhausted is
a child available for international adoption. We feel
that the placement priorities do not diminish the importance of international adoption. International
adoption may be the child’s last, best opportunity to
be assured a loving home and the parental care he or
she has a right to.

Experienced and Professional Staff.
International adoption is a highly regulated, legal
process that requires care in its details. The ability to
successfully operate an international adoption program requires experienced professionals. We have a
superbly talented staff that will guide you through the
adoption process, from the application to beyond the
placement. Because we are a small agency, we work
with you personally through the forms, filings and
requirements of international adoption.

Adoption is the Family.

New Beginnings

was established in 1985. The first generations of infants placed are young adults. They are graduating
college, marrying and beginning their careers. Some
have even come back to New Beginnings to adopt a
child themselves. We are proud of these children and
what they have accomplished, and what we have
accomplished. The adoption is not the process. The
paperwork, the home study, and the trip abroad are
only means to the adoption. The adoption is about
caring for your child when he is sick, being there on
her first day of school . It is her first date, the prom
and graduation. It is college, marriage and eventually
grandchildren. Adoption is the family.
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Korea

Healthy Toddler Program
Thank you for considering the Korean adoption program. After you
have reviewed the information, please call us if you have any questions.

ESWS’s humanitarian work
in Korea is extensive. Adoption is only one aspect of
their mission. Training and
rehabilitation of disabled
children, elder care and care
for older orphans are also
done through ESWS. To find
our more about ESWS, visit
their site at:
www.adoption.eastern.or.kr/

Why Adopt from Korea?
 Well deserved reputation







for excellence.
NB has successfully
placed children with
ESWS since our founding
in 1985.
The level of service and
the commitment of ESWS
is exceptional.
The medical care is excellent.
The child’s information is
full and complete.

The Children Available are mostly boys, at or about two years of age at
placement. The information present with the referral is detailed and
complete. Information on the birth family is available and part of the referral packet. The children are cared for in foster care. ESWS provides day
care to monitor the children and promote developmental milestones.
Updates, photos, videos and often correspondence with the foster parents are normal and routine. We do see referrals of children that have
medical concerns and recommend families entering the program to be
aware and open to the children with minor correctable special needs or
concerns.
The Korean Program is in Need of Families. To help us find families,
this program is offered in partnership with Embracing Children Adoption
Services (ECAS). ECAS will assist NB with identifying and helping families
thought the home study process. NB will still direct the home study for
families in states we are licensed: New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania
and Florida. For families in other states, you are welcome to have ECAS
guide you through the home study process. ECAS supervises many home
studies, so the process will be quick, and the fees are the same. Both
agencies are fully Hague Accredited and not for profit.
We understand that pursuing international adoption is a life changing
decision. We believe that you will make the decision that is best for your
family. New Beginnings will guide you through the entire process. If you
have any questions, you can send an e-mail to newbeginn@aol.com or
call at (516) 747-2204. We look forward to hearing from you in the near
future.

Getting Started

 Call or e-mail us to set up a one-on-one

consultation, 516-747-2204
 Determine your eligibility, fill out a

Pre Application at new-beginnings.org/
contact.
 Download the Application at newbeginnings.org/contact or request a
hard copy.
Second photo: Dr. Kim Duk Whang, Founder of Eastern Social Welfare Society.
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Korean Program Requirements
Age of Applicant

Between 25 and 44, with waiver* between 25 and 49

Marital Status

Married 3 years. No more than one divorce per spouse

Age of Child at Placement
Gender Preference

18-30 months
None, typically, more boys than girls placed

Family Composition

No more than 4 children

Income

Combined $35,000, Financially secure

Applicant’s Health

Excellent health without major medical concerns
Body Mass Index (BMI) under 30%

Education

high school diploma

Length of Time

15—24 Months

Placement

All States

*Waivers will be given to prospective adoptive parents up to age 49 as long
as they meet one of the below requirements:
1. One prospective adoptive parents is of Korean-heritage.
2. One prospective adoptive parent is a Korean adoptee.
3. The prospective adoptive parents already have a Korean adopted child.

Korean Program Costs
Agency Fees
Application & AFP
New Beginnings’

$
350
$ 4,500

Korean Program Fees
Program Coordination
Foreign Agency Fee

$ 6,500
$ 19,500

Incidental Expenses
USCIS & Citizenship
Psychological Evaluation
Parent Education Workshop
Travel

$
890
$700 to $1,500
$
150
$6,000 to $8,000

New Beginnings’ Social Service (families in our service area)
Home Study
Post-Adoption Reports
Families Needed, Referrals are Available

$ 1,700
$ 1,700

To review the Adoption Expense Disclosure and when fees are due,
visit our website at www.new-beginnings.org.

Korean Heritage Program
For situations in which birth families cannot stay intact and
children cannot have their needs met by birth relatives, children should first be placed with a family in their
own country and culture. The Korean Heritage Program encourages Korean families to adopt internationally.
Program Requirements. Heritage families are those
where one spouse is of Korean descent. You must be married for a minimum of three years, with no more than one
divorce per spouse. Heritage families should be between
the ages of 25 to 49 at the time of the referral. No serious
or chronic physical or mental health concerns, including
obesity. Arrest, alcohol or substance abuse can be disqualifying factors.
Meeting with and Adoption Specialist You are welcome to
call us for the latest adoption information, for adoption application procedure, for a private information session with
an adoption specialist and for other questions. Telephone
Number: 516 747-2204

Top, left: Dr. Kim Jin Sook, President, Eastern Social Welfare Society.

한국 유산 이어받기 프로그램
보호 아동의 성장과 복지는 그 출생 국의 가정과 문화전통
속에서 성취해야 함을 원칙으로 합니다. 한국 보건복지부 입
양특례법은 위 원칙을 반영하여 입양에 대한 요건과 절차 등
에 대한 특례와 지원에 필요한 사항을 정하여 양자/양녀가
되는 아동의 권익과 복지증진을 도모합니다.

입양부모의 자격
한국아동 입양부모의 자격은 한국인의 혈통을 이어받은
미국 시민권 소지자라야 합니다. 입양 합의 당시 최소 2
년간의 결혼을 한, 25-49세 사이의 신체 및 정신건강 상태
에 심각한 결격 사유가 없는 건전한 부부, 사회 경제면에
서 안정된 가정을 우선 합니다.

입양전문가와의 만남
입양에 대한 최신 정보 교환, 입양 신청과정, 입양 사전 준비
를 위한 전문가와의 세미나, 전화 상담 이외의 모든 상세한
문의를 언제나 환영 합니다.
중요한 전화번호: 516 747-2204
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China “There are no unwanted children,
just unfound families.”
National Adoption Association

Quick Facts:

Dear Prospective Family,

One of the most stable and established programs available. China
Center for Children’s Welfare and
Adoption (CCCWA) will expedited
the process for waiting children.
New Beginnings has operated its
China program since 1994. The
process is reliable and predictable.

Thank you for your interest in the waiting child adoption program that New Beginnings offered in partnership with Embracing Children Adoption Services (ECAS). China
has a long-standing and stable adoption program. Due to its predictability and easy
travel, this is a wonderful program for families looking to adopt a waiting child.

Why Adopt from China?
 Information is accurate and
updates are available.
 Children are well cared for.

ECAS and NB will advocate for the waiting children presented by the CCCWA, making sure they are seen and heard. Once the right family is identified, your process will
start with a dedicated child advocate and worker until you have received preapproval to adopt your child. NB’s staff will help you prepare your dossier and secure
a referral. NB will help secure immigration of the child and guide you during your trip
to China.

 More input on the child to be
matched.
 Short travel time, in most
cases around 2 weeks.
 Affordable and predictable
costs.

Both NB and ECAS are fully Hague Accredited. NB has been working and licensed in
China since 1993 and has an experienced and professional support staff in China. New
Beginnings in-country coordinator is well respected, which allows for great service for
the families adopting through this program.

NB provides grants through its Beyond the Placement Program. Funds from this
program help families meet the financial challenges of adopting a waiting child. The
grant is available to all families adopting a Special Focus child from our waiting list. For
families adopting a child with Down Syndrome, the grant is significantly larger.
Special Focus Child adopted in 2007
We understand that pursuing international adoption is a life
changing decision for any family. If you have any questions, you can
call Emily at (253) 365-4331 or e-mail her at emily@ecasus.org. Additionally you can call New Beginnings at (516) 747-2204 or e-mail
us at newbeginn@aol.com. We look forward to hearing from you in
the near future.
Sincerely,
Kristen Matthews and Kelly Lee,
Child Advocates

Getting Started

 Call our staff about the China Program, 516-747-2204 or
Emily Powell, China Program Coordinator, at (253) 365-4331.
 Determine your eligibility, fill out a Pre Application at newbeginnings.org/contact.
 Interested in a child, fill out the Family Information Sheet for a
Waiting Child, (if not attached call or e-mail us).
 Download the Application at new-beginnings.org/contact or
request a hard copy.
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“If anyone wishes to know about our experience with the special needs program, we all
think it’s the best thing we ever did. Caroline
couldn’t be more loved by her Mom, Dad,
brother and 2 sisters. I wish I could tell everyone who is enduring an unbelievably long wait
like ours how happy we are that we switched
over to the waiting children’s program. Thank
you again for everything.” Dawn S.

Why Adopt From China?
China is a special needs program and all the children
referred will be older or with some medical condition or
concern. Information on the child is accurate and updates are available. Some children have relatively minor
medical conditions, with other having more severe
needs. The children are well cared for through CCCWA,
any many are with foster families.
Families have more input on the child to be matched.
Families will identify the child’s age range and types of
medical conditions they would consider. Once we identify a child that could be a potential match, the family has
an opportunity to consider if the match would be right
for them. Only then do we proceed to secure the referral.
There are multiple ways to adopt from China. A family
can enter the program and submit their application
(dossier) to CCCWA. More children are available to be
matched when the family has submitted their dossier.
NB and ECAS will also identify children for our individual
list. Information on these children are available on our
websites and through Rainbow Kids. These children are
Special Focus, children with greater needs. A family can
identify a Special Focus child they would like to be
matched with and CCCWA will hold the child until the
family has submitted their dossier. If a family has recently
adopted from China, their previous dossier will carry over
for another match.
Families have a short travel time, in most cases two
weeks. NB will have guides that will see you through the
entire process in China. With the grant available
through NB, the adoption is affordable and the costs are
predictable.

China Program Costs
Agency Fees
Application & AFP
New Beginnings’
China Program Fee

$ 350
$ 3,000
$7,500*

Foreign Program Fees
CCCWA Application and Translation
Donation of Orphanage

$ 1,360
est. $ 5,700

New Beginnings’ Social Service (families in our service area)
Home Study
$ 1,700
Post-Adoption Reports
after self reports $ 1,275
*A Beyond the Placement Grant of $1,000 is available to
All families adopting a Special Focus child from our waiting list,
reducing the China Program fee to $6,500
A Beyond the Placement Grant of $6,500 is available to
All families adopting a child with Down Syndrome,
reducing the China Program fee to $1,000
To review the Adoption Expense Disclosure
visit our website at www.new-beginnings.org.

China Program Requirements
CCCWA requires applicants be heterosexual.
Age of Applicant
Between 30 and 55,
No more than 50 years difference b/t youngest parent and child.
Marital Status

2 yrs, if previous divorce, 5 yrs, limit two divorces.

Gender Preference

Yes, boys are easier to match than girls.

Family Composition

Prefer no more than 5 children in home.

Income

Net worth of $80,000, minimum income of $30,000 or
$10,000 per person living in the home.

Applicant’s Physical Health
Body Mass Index (BMI) less than 40%
Should not have significant medical conditions, chronic
or infectious illness. Some conditions controlled with
medication are acceptable such as hypertension or hyperthyroidism.
Applicant’s Mental Health Mental and emotional health considered
on a case-by-case basis. Must be at least two years
from treatment or use of psychotropic medication.
Education
Prior Arrest

High school diploma or equivalent education
Minor offenses older than 10 years, no drug use.

Placement

In all states

Requirements, Single Female
In addition to the above, Single Female must met the following:
Age of Applicant
Between 30 and 50,
No more than 45 year difference b/t parent and child.
Marital Status
Single, living with male partner,
must meet requirements of a married couple.
Family Composition No more than 2 children, youngest at least 6 yrs. old.
Income

Net worth of $100,000 , minimum income $20,000 or
$10,000 per person living in the home.

Child at Placement 36 months and older, only adopt one child at a time,
one year between adoptions.
We are happy to request a waiver for certain requirements not met.
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Thailand
Our Thailand Program can be a wonderful option for some families. We began placing children from Thailand in 1987, making our Thai International
Adoption Program one of our longest running programs. We work with the
Thai Red Cross Children’s Home and the Pattaya Orphanage. Both organizations take wonderful care of the children, with large, professional staffs. For
young couples that cannot have children, the Thai program is excellent.

Thailand Program Requirements

Thailand Program Costs

Age of Applicant

Agency Fees
Application & AFP
$ 350
New Beginnings’ Fee
$ 7,400
Thai Program Fee
$ 3,500
Incidental Expenses
USCIS & Citizenship
$ 1,120
Dossier Expense
est.$ 1,980
Parent Education Workshop
$ 150
Psychological Evaluation
$700 to$ 1,500
Travel
$6,000 to $ 9,000
New Beginnings’ Social Service (families in our service area)
Home Study
$ 1,600
Post-Adoption Reports
$ 1,275

Marital Status

Between 25 and 40,
Consideration made for Waiting Children
Married 3 years. No more than two divorce.

Age of Child at Placement
Gender Preference

18 months and older
Yes, boys are more available than girls

Family Composition Documented infertility, no biological children
Income
Applicant’s Health

Financial Security
Excellent health without medical concerns

Length of Time
Placement

24-36 months
In all states

To review the Adoption Expense Disclosure and when fees are due,
visit our website at www.new-beginnings.org.,

Children Available
Why Adopt From Thailand?







Healthy Toddler Program
Detailed information on the child
Affordable
Two programs to choose from: Pattaya and TRCCH
Children are very well cared for
We also help with Relative Adoptions from Thailand

Thai children that are available for adoption receive a
great deal of attention and care. They are generally in
good health and medical information about them is extensive and reliable. Developmental milestones are described
and social information about the background of the birth
parents is provided when available. The youngest children
placed range from two years to four years. Older and waiting children are also available.
As with many adoption programs, you may state your
preference, however, if you only wish to have a girl, you
may have to wait longer.

Getting Started
 Call to set up a one-on-one consultation,

516-747-2204
 Determine your eligibility, fill out a Pre Application

at new-beginnings.org/contact.

 Download the Application at new-beginnings.org/

contact or request a hard copy.
Second photo: Tim Sutfin, Executive Director; Khun Toy, Director of The Pattaya
Orphanage; Pooja Park, Director of Program Development, NBFCS.
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Primary Provider
To successfully adopt internationally, whether it is a
niece or nephew, from Pakistan to South Sudan, a Hague
authorized adoption agency is required. New Beginnings
provides services to help families adopt from Pakistan,
Bangladesh, Nigeria, Jamaica, Ghana, Dominica, Sierra
Leone, Trinidad & Tobago and wherever there is a need. A
Primary Provider is needed for relative or named child
adoptions from countries that do not have an American
agency currently providing services. Even countries like
Pakistan, Bangladesh or Jamaica where an American
agency is not allowed to provide adoption services inside
the country, still need a Primary Provider.
What the Universal Accreditation Act provides is a process and method that is consistent with the Hague. Now
there is a way to adopt from many parts of the world. In
following the UAA, New Beginnings makes sure all adoption services are provided in accordance with the applicable laws and regulations, both here and abroad. In doing
so, we will design and implement a Service Plan tailored for
the unique requirements of the country and the adoption.
Since international adoptions are also immigration matters, we will assist in the filing of the I-600A, review the
child’s legal documents and submit the I-600.
Working with so many different countries and unique
situations, we cannot predict the complexities of being a
primary provider for all cases. However, adoptions from
Jamaica, Pakistan and Bangladesh are more routine and
predictable. Until the child’s legal documents are submitted and approved by USCIS, we can not be assured how
complicated a given adoption might be. Regardless, for the
adoption and legal services New Beginnings provides, our
fees are very reasonable, and the fees are spread out over
the course of the process. For a breakdown of adoption
expenses, visit our website at www.new-beginnings.org for
more on Primary Provider Services.

Getting Started

Primary Provider with Home Study
Agency Fees
Application & AFP
New Beginnings’
Primary Provider Services
Case Review
Service Plan

$ 350
$ 1,500
$ 600
$ 1,700

New Beginnings’ Social Service (families in our service area)
Home Study
$ 2,100
Post-Adoption Reports (three reports)
$ 1,275
When adopting from an established process like Jamaica, Pakistan, or
Bangladesh, we would not expect complications.
Some situations could result in a reduction or waiver of fees. If a case is particularly difficult, we might charge for the extra services. The Case Review will
help us better understand the ease or difficulty of an adoption

Home Study Services
New Beginnings also offers Home Study and Post-Adoption
Services to families working with a separate placing agency.
The home study process also entails obtaining the necessary clearances, approvals and supporting paperwork that
often comprise parts of the completed dossier going to the
foreign country. Post-adoption services are also a necessary part of most international adoptions. As your home
study agency, we would develop a cooperative relationship
with the placing agency that would include sharing of documentation so that we can reduce redundancy of paperwork for you.

Home Study and Post-Adoption Services
Application, Home Study & Post-Placement
Application & AFP
Home Study
Post-Placements (three reports)
Adoption Service Fees
New Beginnings Fee

$ 350
$ 2,100
$ 1,275
$

500

 Call to set up a consultation, 516-747-2204
 Determine your eligibility, fill out a Pre Application at new-beginnings.org/contact.
 Download the Application at new-beginnings.org/contact or request a hard copy.
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Managing the Adoption Process
Starting the Process
To help us better determine the program
you are best suited for, consider submitting a
Pre-Application on pages 14 - 15. The PreApplication can also be done online at
www.new-beginnings.org/contact. You are
also welcome to call us at 516-747-2204 and
we are available for an orientation at our main
office.
Once you are ready to begin, fill out an
Adoptive Family Profile (a more detailed application). The form can be downloaded online at
www.new-beginnings.org/contact. If you
would like a hard copy, call or e-mail us.
Once the AFP is approved, we will present
the Adoption Service Agreement. The fee disclosures can be seen at www.newbeginnings.org/adoption-process/adoptionfees/. If you would like a Sample Agreement
for review, call or e-mail us. With receipt of the
adoption agreement, the estimated length of
time for each program begins.

Home Study
The home study report is the document that
evaluates and approves your family for an
adoption. The home study process is the steps
leading up to that report. We will help you obtain the required clearance, medical reports,
financial statement, employer’s letter, tax returns, birth and marriage certificates. For some
programs, the list of documents needed is

quite long. We will provide the forms and instructions on what is needed.
You will be required to complete at least ten
hours of parent education prior to your child’s
arrival in the United States, (China requires
12). Most families complete the workshops
online with Adoption Learning Partners. To see
their prices and offerings, visit:
www.adoptionlearningpartners.org.
Once the needed workshops are done and
the documents are completed, a New Beginnings’ Social Worker will make the home visits
and write the report. The home study report is
our formal approval, and is the basis of US Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) and
the foreign country’s approvals.
To obtain USCIS for approval, New Beginnings will assist filing form I-600A or I-800A. At
this time, USCIS is approving the family for an
International adoption.
Your dossier will be sent to the foreign country for approval. It would include many of the
same documents you gathered for the home
study, the home study report and the USCIS
approval. For most programs the documents
will need to be legalized. This is the verification
of signature starting with a notary. It can be
complicated and New Beginnings will guide
you through this process.

Assignment and Acceptance
After the dossier has been received and approved by the foreign country, the next step is
“New Beginnings is a very special organization, indeed. From the very first information session, through the adoption process,
in supporting us as we welcomed our child,
to sharing our joys as we parent our precious daughter, I can think of few people
more compassionate or more qualified.
They have given us the gift of a family and
for that, we feel they are an extension of it.
We feel privileged to count ourselves among
those they have served thus far. In fact, we
have been blessed.”
Karen, John and Tess
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the assignment (sometimes called the referral). For some programs the assignment comes
soon after the dossier is received, and others
can take a year or more.
The assignment is the child’s information.
Although the amount of details vary from
country to country and child to child, the assignment would included current and background information on the child, medical reports and photographs of the child. It might
have information on the biological mother.
This is a very exciting time and our caseworker
and staff will be there to counsel you on your
decision.
For families adopting a waiting child or relative, the child is known before receiving the
child’s information. The foreign countries is still
required to compiled and present the child
information and legal documents.
It is possible that there still may exist undiscovered or undiagnosed medical conditions or
problems. New Beginnings strongly urges our
families to contact an independent medical
specialist to evaluate any information received.
Should the family or their doctor have any concerns about the information received, New
Beginnings will request more information as
soon as possible.

Bringing Your Child Home
The excitement of accepting the assignment
is soon followed by anticipation waiting for
your child to come home. Once the child’s
legal information is received, New Beginnings
will assist in the paperwork for USCIS approval.
After USCIS has approved, you will travel to the
child's country of birth for the child to be

placed in your custody. For most programs, the
adoption is finalized as well. New Beginnings
will assist in this step in the adoption process
too. You will have to begin parenting your child
when abroad. As such, New Beginnings strives
to have people on ground in the foreign country to assist you the adoption procedures during your stay there. Your responsibility is to
your child. We do our best to arrange everything else.

Post Adoption
If you have adopted the child while abroad,
will be post-adoption services. If the formal
adoption is after you are home, it is postplacement services. Services are provided in
both situations. During the supervisory period,
you and your social worker will meet at least
three times to see how everyone is adjusting
and to provide information and support to the
family. The length of the supervision can be as
short as six months, but can be years. These
longer supervisory periods will usually allow
for self reports.

Estimating the Length of Time
The following is based on our averages.
Please remember, individual cases will vary
from these estimates.
 Home Study, USCIS and Dossier submission. This would take four to six months in
Korea; six months in China, and six to nine
months in Thailand.
 Dossier to Assignment. This can take three
or four months in Korea and China, and a
year or more in Thailand.
 Acceptance to Placement will take four
months in China and nine months in Korea and Thailand.
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Beyond the Placement
Providing Assistance to Our Families Now and for Years to Come.
 Grants to Families are available to reduce the financial barriers when adopting an older or special needs child.

There are many children available for adoption that are older or have special needs. In helping families reduce
the financial barriers, we can help find a waiting child a home. To qualify for a grant, you must be active in a
New Beginnings program, approved to adopt a waiting child, and demonstrate financial need. However, grants
are available to all families adopting though our China Waiting Children’s program. For more on waiting children adoption, visit our website at www.new-beginnings.org/waiting-children-international-adoption/
 Support, Workshops and Counseling for families after the formal post-adoption services are complete. Many
families find that that even after their child arrives and the adoption is finalized there are many questions or issues that arise as their child gets older. Adoptive parents often have questions related to how to handle an
adoptees emotions, behaviors and development as their children come to further understand what it feels like
to be adopted. Issues surrounding multi racial families, formation of identity, grief and loss are often discussed.
Attachment, bonding, adjustment, eating challenges and language barriers are also commonly addressed with
parents. For an initial consultation, contact Elizabeth Westermann, LMSW at 516-747-2205.
 Assist Adult Adoptees in Exploring their Heritage and History As an adoptee comes of age, many wish to find
out about their birth family heritage, history and circumstances surrounding their adoption. Our staff provides
counseling to adoptees and information on how to begin their search, what to expect, and travel assistance if
applicable. To find out more about a services to adult adoptees, contact Pauline Park at 516- 747-2206.
Allies in Adoption, New Beginnings’ adoption support group, helps fund raise and plans events throughout
the year. Some events include:
Lunar New Year
Children’s Day
Family Picnic
Holiday Party
Support Groups
Waiting Child Informational Meeting

Then

Now

“ On e g et s on l y a d a y
o r tw o in an en t i re
l i f e ti m e a s in c r ed ib l e
a s th e d a y w e f i rs t
s aw yo u r fa c e . ”
NANCY McGUIRE ROCHE

For more information on Beyond he Placement, Allies in Adoption and volunteer opportunities, contact
Elizabeth Westermann, LMSW at 516-747-2205.
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New Beginnings’ Programs at a Glance
China

Korea

Thailand

Age of Applicant

30 to 55, for Single female:
30 to 50. No more than 45 years
between the parent and the child.

25 to 40

Marital Status

2 years, if previous divorce, 5
years, limit of two divorces.
Single female living with a male
partner, must meet the requirements of a married couple.
15 months and older

25 to 44, with waiver to 49. for
applicants that meet at least one
of the following: one adoptive
parent is of Korean Heritage; a
Korean adoptee, or previously
adopted from Korea.
3 years, no more than one
divorce per spouse.

18 to 30 months

18 months and older

None, more boys than girls. Possibly for Korean heritage, but a
much longer process.
No more than 4 children

Permitted, more boys than girls.
Length of time will be longer if
requesting a girl.
Documented infertility, no biological children.

Combined income of $35,000
with financial security.

Financial security

Excellent health without major
medical concerns, Body Mass
Index (BMI) under 30%.

Excellent health without major
medical concerns.

Considered on a case-by-case
basis. Severe conditions would
not be accepted.

Considered on a case-by-case
basis. Severe conditions would
not be accepted.

High School diploma

None stated.

Would consider minor offences
older than 5 years, no drug
offenses.
15 to 24 months

Would consider minor offences
older than 5 years.

Age at placement

3 years, not more than two
divorces.

Gender Preference

Permitted, but boys are easier to
match than girls.

Family Composition

Length of Time

No more than 5 children is preferred.
Single female, no more than 2
children, youngest at least 6 years
old.
Net worth of $80,000, minimum
income of $30,000, or $10,000
per person living in the home.
Single female, net worth of
$100,000, minimum income of
$20,000, or $10,000 per person
living in the home.
Should not have significant medical conditions, chronic or
infections illness. Some conditions controlled with medication
are acceptable.
Considered on a case-by-case
basis. Must be at lease two years
from treatment of use of psychotropic medication.
High School diploma or equivalent education.
Would consider minor offences
older than 10 years, no drug
offenses.
9 to 18 months

Placements

In all states.

In all states.

In all states.

Waivers

When adopting a waiting child,
some requirements may be
waived.

Other than age restrictions for
limited groups of applicants, (see
above) waivers would be only for
a special circumstance.

Age restriction in limited situations or when adopting an older
child. Possibly permit a biological
child if there were secondary
infertility.

Income

Health

Mental Health

Education
Prior Arrest

24 to 36 months
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Founding
By: Barbara Graffeo
Starting in 1982, Shirley Damboise, Maureen Sullivan and I
had been conducting adoption services. We were all adoptive
parents who had experienced the complicated process of international adoption. We were determined to offer better
services to families going through the process. This included
celebrating the child’s heritage and culture starting with mandatory Adoption Training, which was not then required of all
agencies. We also wanted our approach relationship with the
families to be mutually cooperative and respectful.
We approached Chong and Pooja Park, both social workers, to join us in this endeavor. They had both been very involved as volunteers to provide our adoptive families with help
in teaching our children about their culture and heritage of
birth. After meeting with the administrative people at Eastern
Social Welfare, who were very happy with this plan, we moved
forward toward the licensing of New Beginnings Family & Children’s Services, Inc. On March 7, 1985 New Beginnings Family
and Children’s Services, Inc. was born.
By April 6, 1985 we completed our first placements. Before the end of the year we helped well over one hundred children have a new beginning.
Maureen Sullivan thought of the name New Beginnings, as
a reference to a child’s new start in adoption and the ‘parents’
new family. But for the three of us, it was also our new enterprise.
A couple of weeks before our founding in March of 1985,
Maureen was suddenly taken from us. It was a profound loss.
I still think of Maureen regularly and hope that she would be
proud of what New Beginnings has accomplished in building
and supporting so many families over these last 28 years.

New Beginnings’ Mission is “to find
orphaned and displaced children permanent loving homes by providing quality and
compassionate social services through the
adoption process and after the child is
placed.” We help create families. What
could be more rewarding or important?

Top Photo: First meeting of the Board of Directors
Second Photo:Kim, Hak Joo, Executive Director of Pyung Taek and
Mr. Chong Park exchange good fortune after agreeing to work together.
Third Photo:Some of the members of the 1st Parent Committee.
Fourth Photo: First Anniversary Party. Bottom (left to right) Kim
Young Jin, Kim Jin Sook, Dr. Kim Duk Whang and Mrs. Pooja Park.
Top Barbara Graffeo, Faye Caperna, Bonnie Goess, Susan Caperna
(Tran) , and Mr. Chong Park
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Who We Are
Chong H. Park, MSW Chairperson of the Board
New York State Certified Social Worker. Received a Masters
of Social Work from Adelphi University, Garden City, NY,
1969. Received a Bachelor of Science in Economics from Korea University, 1959. Co-Founder of New Beginnings.
Timothy Sutfin, Esq. Executive Director
Received Jurist Doctorate Degree from Albany Law School,
Albany, NY, 1996. Received a Masters of Art in Political Theory from the State University of New York at Albany, Albany,
NY, 1990. He has been with New Beginnings since 1997.

Elizabeth Westermann, LMSW* Director of Social Services
Received a Masters of Social Welfare from Adelphi University,
Garden City, NY, 2006. Received B.A. in Economics and Business from Lafayette College, Easton, PA 1984. She has been a
New Beginnings Consultant and Social Worker since 2006.
Pauline Park, Esq. Program Director
Received Jurist Doctorate Degree from Albany Law School,
Albany, NY, 1996. Received Masters of Arts in International
Studies, Yonsei University, Seoul, Korea, 1991. New Beginnings employee since 2002.
MariaIsabel Alonso, Administrative Assistant
Completed the program for Bi-lingual Secretary at the Latin
American Institute, New York, NY, 1980. Complete the requirements for English as a Second Language at Queens College, Flushing, NY, 1978. Fluent in Spanish and Portuguese. A
New Beginnings employee since 1986.
Barbara Graffeo* Regional Director—Florida
Received a Bachelors of Science in Human Services from Empire State College, Old Westbury, NY, 1997. Co-Founder of
New Beginnings.
Pooja Park, MSW Director of Program Development
Received a Masters of Social Work from Adelphi University,
Garden City, NY, 1972. Received a Bachelor of Social Work
from Ewha Women’s University, Seoul, Korea, 1960. CoFounder of New Beginnings.

New Beginnings’ Board of Directors:
Chong H. Park, Chair
Judith Flynn
Faye Caperna-Hosein
Maureen Reichardt
Joan Lazarus
Andrew Park, Esq.
Dr. Donald Peterson
To Our Prospective Adoptive Families:
As an adoptive parent, my work at
New Beginnings is especially gratifying. Being part of the adoption process, I see the compassion and professionalism displayed by my co-workers.
New Beginnings is a small agency, but
the professionalism in services is outstanding. The approach we take with
our families is one of mutual respect
and cooperation. We know our families personally and they know all of us.
If there is a problem or a concern, we
will take what ever time is needed to
have it resolved. We share the joy of
adoption with each of our families. We
pride ourselves in providing support
and information to our families before
and after placement.
The fact that I am part of bringing children into healthy, caring families
where they can grow and reach their
full potential is very rewarding.
Kindest Regards,
Elizabeth Westermann, LMSW

Maureen Reichardt, M.Ed.* Social Worker
Other Members of New Beginnings
Received B.S. Ed. from St. John’s University, Queens, NY 1969.
Received Masters of Education form Hofstra University, Henry Deni, EdD, LCSW*
Hempstead, NY 1974. New Beginnings caseworker since Regional Coordinator - Pennsylvania
2000.
Emily Powell* China Program Coordinator
Received BS in Nursing, Seattle University, 2010. Program
Coordinator for Uganda with ECAS. Adoptive parent of two
child and foster parent. A member of ECAS, working with NB
family in our China program.

Antoinette Gauthier, LMSW Social Worker
Diane Hall, LMSW *Social Worker
Sue McNerney, LMSW Social Worker
Nancy Refsin, LMSW * Social Worker

* Adoptive Parent
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